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DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 
 
The parish of Chalgrove is essentially rural and surrounded on three sides by open farmland, and to 
the North side by the airfield, frequently used for grazing.   It is classified as a large concentrated 
village of mainly linear development with new nuclear developments incorporated around the 
edges.    
 
The boundary includes the two outlying hamlets of    
Warpsgrove and Rofford. 
 
The village lies 12 miles South-East of Oxford, within   
the boundaries of South Oxfordshire District Council,  b 
and has 1091 occupied household spaces.1  
  
Chalgrove has a population of 2830 
(approximately 2.1% of the population of 
SODC area)1.2  

 

Chalgrove is in the heart of the countryside: 
according to the AA, the nearest town is 
Watlington, 3.7 miles away, with Benson 4.4 
miles, Wheatley 7.9 miles, Templars Square  
Cowley 9.3 miles, Wallingford 9.4 miles and 
Thame 9.8 miles away. 
 

 
1ONS 2011 census    1.2 ONS 2011 census 
Map courtesy of Chalgrove Local History Group © 
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HISTORY 
 
¶ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƳŜǎŘŀȅ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ млусΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ/ŜƭƎǊŀǾŜΩΣ ōǳǘ ŀ {ǘƻƴŜ !ƎŜ ŀȄŜΣ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ 

display at the County Museum in Woodstock indicates earlier human habitation, and aerial 
photographs suggest pre-Roman settlements to the West of the Manor. 

¶ The Chalgrove Hoard2, now in the Ashmolean museum, the largest find of Roman Britain coins, is 
one of several found around the village, demonstrating Roman connections.    

¶ The village features in the Domesday Book, and Frogmore, also known as Hardings Field, is the 
site of one of the most fully excavated mediaeval, moated manors in England3.  Excavations in 
the 1970s revealed evidence of a pre-moat occupation dating from the late 12th to early 
13thcentury, and followed it through until its demolition in the 15th Century. 

¶ The Grade 1 listed 15th century manor house, and Grade 1 listed 12th century Church containing 
recently renovated mediaeval wall paintings, and one of the oldest working turret clocks in 
Oxfordshire, draw visitors from across the world. 

¶ Chalgrove village has a rich heritage of 35 listed buildings4, mainly picturesque thatched cottages 
along the High Street dating from 16th and 17th centuries, as well as walls and barns. 

¶ On the Warpsgrove road, between Chalgrove and the Business Park is the John Hampden 
Memorial, commemorating the Civil War5 battle fought on the Registered Battlefield nearby in 
1643.  

¶ Three hundred years later, an airfield was constructed and became a base for USAAF 
reconnaissance aircraft and their personnel, to whom there is a memorial.   Since then, the 
Martin-Baker Aircraft Company has had its base there, designing and manufacturing life-saving 
and innovative aircraft ejection and crash survival seats and equipment.    But more than that, 
when not in active use by Martin-Baker, sheep graze, hay is cut, police dogs are trained and RAF 
Benson use it for helicopter training purposes.  Not to mention wildlife -the rabbits, hare, deer 
and curlew. 
 

The Manor ς Grade 1 listed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2  British Archaeology- Ashmolean Museum 3  Barentin's Manor, by Philip Page, Kate Atherton, and Alan Hardy 
4  English Heritage    5  The Battlefields Trust 
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Our 12th century, Grade 1 listed Church 
of St. Mary the Virgin 
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Chalgrove Battlefield Memorial 

 

American Air Force Memorial 
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THE NATURE OF THE VILLAGE 
 
There are over 1000 dwellings in Chalgrove, 443 of these are detached, 508 are semi-detached, 143 
terraced, and 26 flats(in sheltered accommodation and above the shops), a distribution that gives 
the village its character, but is out of step with both the county and the nation6. 
 

 
Similarly, South Oxfordshire has a lower than average rate of households with 1 or 2 bedrooms, 31% 
compared with 40% nationally.7 

 
To serve the village, there are five small shops, including the vital pharmacy and Post Office, a 
primary school, and a surgery.  Industrial buildings are limited to a few farm outbuildings and a 
ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ tŀǊƪ ѹ ƳƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .пул ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
located.   
 
The style and appearance of the buildings in Chalgrove has evolved to match the various 
developments that have taken place over the years.  There are quite a number of historical 
buildings, particularly in the centre of the village, that reflect its early origins.  These are detailed 
ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ΨCƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘŀƭƎǊƻǾŜΩ8. 
 
6   ONS 2011 census, table KS401EW 
7  ONS 2011 census, table QS5411 
у ΨCƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘŀƭƎǊƻǾŜΩΣ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŀƭƎǊƻǾŜ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇ 
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The High Street is a mixture of many styles of houses built at different dates.  To either side of this 
are a number of developments, most of which have occurred post war. Each of these has its own 
style but over the course of time with the aid of soft landscaping has generally blended into the 
overall diverse ambience of the Village.  There have, of course, been small pockets of development 
but until recently these have been reasonably well designed and are of a good high standard.   
 

 
The Post Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Shops 
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Village Green and Memorial 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
John Hampden Hall ς a Community meeting place 
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THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT  
 
Chalgrove is built largely on the flood plain of the Chalgrove brook and as such the natural 
environment tends to be dominated by the water environment.  There are well defined streams and 
drainage channels that support a variety of wildlife. Significant areas of the village are identified by 
the Environment Agency as potential flood areas, particularly the High Street and Mill Lane.  
 
There are a few large mature trees within the village but no woodlands.  There is one wildlife haven 
within the village (the wildlife area used by the school on the Frogmore / Hardings Field site).   
However there are sufficient gardens and small green areas to support a diverse variety of birds and 
other wildlife.  Most obvious of these are the ducks and red kites but there are many other species  
as well, all of which contribute to the natural environment.  These include hedgehogs, which are in 
steep decline at the moment, and the brook banks are kept accessible for the increasingly rare water 
vole.   Mink have also been seen on the back brook.   Those with domesticated fowl get the 
occasional unwelcome and murderous visit from foxes. 
 
The brook itself is regularly health-checked by the river fly monitoring group of Chalgrove Wildlife & 
Conservation Society (CWaCS), and contains a multiplicity of caddis and mayflies, as well as fish and 
crayfish (including the invasive American crayfish).  Heron and Kingfisher are seen on the banks 
along with Moorhens and Egrets.  A recent discovery is the presence of Otters in the Brook. We are 
also host to migratory bird species such as House Martin, Swift and Swallow, as well as several 
species of bat (Pipistrelle, Long Eared and Noctule have all been recently identified).  
 
 
 
Chalgrove 
Airfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CARE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
Refuse collection services are generally good with unrecyclable and re-cycling waste collected 
alternately every other week.  Garden refuse for composting is collected every other week and food 
waste is collected weekly. Bins are located strategically for dog waste and emptied regularly, funded 
by the Parish Council.   The cleaning of water ways and ditches is the responsibility of riparian and 
other landowners.  This has been improved significantly recently by a team of volunteers   
(Chalgrove Flood Alleviation Group) which has encouraged people to keep the waterways clear and 
carried out significant clearance projects and maintenance activities themselves.   
 
Street sweeping and weed control by the County and District Councils have much diminished, but 
voluntary groups such as the Scouts, school-children, Cleaner Chalgrove and CWaCS carry out regular 
clearances of litter throughout the village. 
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High Street 
and Brook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Farm Close 
and open community space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Berrick Road 
Junction with 
High Street 
Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜΩ 
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THE RURAL FEEL 
 
Chalgrove is surrounded on three sides by many miles of open farmland and to the North side, 
across the B480, by the airfield.  The most common crops are cereals and oil seed rape, and recently 
purple poppies. There is very little dairy farming, but pigs and sheep are kept around the edges of 
the village.  A number of people keep domesticated fowl. 
 
On the surrounding fields and the airfield are seen rabbits, hare and deer ς deer can also be seen in 
the school car park in the early morning.  With so many small mammals the fields are also hunting 
grounds for Barn Owls as well as other small raptors (Sparrow-hawks are common, Kestrels less so,  
a Hen Harrier has been seen, and walking around the lanes, we also frequently see Buzzards along 
with the Red Kites. ) 
 
There are several areas devoted to horses and ponies.  The growing of vegetables on a commercial 
scale is rare, but the allotments are well tended and productive, and the annual Horticultural Show 
well attended, with many entries. 
 
With the exception of the B480 bypass, the roads surrounding and within the village are small 
streets or country lanes with very limited passing space.  Agricultural machinery and traffic is often 
encountered.   
 
Street lighting levels are relatively low, so a good star-scape can be enjoyed at night. 
 
Part of our vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is 'To preserve and enhance the look and feel of a 
village'.  The rural look and feel is important to the residents of Chalgrove and should be 
incorporated into any new development. 
 
 

 
Mill Lane 
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Monument Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Surrounding Fields 
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THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

People 
The people aspects of the social environment are dealt with to a large extent by the Rural 
Community Profile for Chalgrove which contains the social profile of people in the Chalgrove area as 
it was in 2012 and summarises the latest information from a number of sources.  Important issues 
that arise from this are: 
 

¶ Poor health and disability rates are similar to the rest of Oxfordshire and low compared with the 
rest of England9: 

¶ Deprivation and low incomes in Chalgrove are low10: (page 15 of Rural Place Profile) 

¶ There are some 1,600 economically active residents (76 % of residents) and only about 4% of the 
working age population were out of work.11 
 

Figures from NDP Questionnaire 
¶ 42% of the population have lived here more than 20 years 12 showing an extended commitment 

to Chalgrove as a place to live. 

¶ 75% of the population is between 30 and 75 years old (i.e. those who could choose to live 
elsewhere).13 

¶ Figure 8 of the NDP questionnaire results (below) shows a strong connection to the heart of the 
village and its variety of organisations, and its feeling of security.14 

 
 

9 page 21 of the Rural Place Profile. 
10  page 15 of Rural Place Profile Source: Limiting long-term illness (Census 2011), Attendance  
Allowance/Disability Living Allowance (DWP Aug-12) 
11  page 23 of Rural Place Profile Source: Census 2011 (tables KS601EW, KS604EW and KS605EW) 
12 page 46 of NDPQ,  fig. 36 
13 page 4 of NDPQ, fig. 1 
14 page 13 of NDPQ, fig.8 
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Statistics aside, Chalgrove has a thriving community of clubs, volunteer groups, sports clubs, 
musicians and regular get-togethers to promote events and activities.  (See Appendix 7)   
 
This sense of involvement in the village community was proved when the Chalgrove Village Plan was 
produced by a group of volunteers in 2010.   Part of the intensive consultation was a questionnaire 
delivered to every home.  730 questionnaires were completed by over 1400 residents and returned 
for analysis.  The level of response itself shows how important the place they live is to the residents 
of Chalgrove. When there was a petition to save the Post Office, 600 signed, and 949 signed the 
petition against the proposed new town on the airfield.  
 
Sense of community is important to our residents, part of our Neighbourhood Plan vision is 'to 
preserve and enhance our community spirit'.  Any new development should be integrated into the 
existing village to meet this vision and the Plan Objectives. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Consultation on sites ς 8th December 2014 
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Ia ¢ƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ флǘƘ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medical Care 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ н ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ƻƴ Řǳǘȅ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŜŜƪŘŀȅΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 
assistants, and District Nurses who divide their time between Watlington and Chalgrove. 
A group of volunteer drivers, Chalgrove Hospital Transport Service, provides transport for those 
without their own means to surgery, hospital appointments, opticians, dentists and care home visits. 
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School 
The parish contains one school, Chalgrove Community Primary School.   This is an Oxfordshire 
County Council co-educational school for children aged 5 to 11 years.  The primary school is centrally 
located on the High Street, comprising a mixture of buildings surrounding the original Victorian 
school building.   The property includes a detached open area of woodland and playing field, with 
outside classroom areas, on a site of archaeological interest (Frogmore).  Since the closure of a local 
nursery, those chƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘŀƎŜ ¦ƴƛǘΦ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frogmore 
Chalgrove School outdoor learning space 
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ROUTES INTO THE VILLAGE 
 
The main road which by-passes Chalgrove is the B480, which divides the village from the hamlets of 
Warpsgrove and Rofford, and from the business parks in Warpsgrove Lane.  Daffodils have been 
planted in the wide verges at each access to the village from the B480, providing a pleasant spring 
approach to the village. 
 

¶ Coming from the Oxford direction, turning down the Stadhampton Road extension of the 
High Street, there are fields, and then the village proper starts, marked at present by the 
allotments, the surgery, and The Lamb Public House and Wishing Well Cottage.   Planning 
application has been approved for development at this approach to the village with respect 
to the larger village allocation in the Local Plan. 
 

The current Chalgrove commences with the Doctor's Surgery, the Lamb and the cottage on opposite 
sides of the road, both listed buildings. Developments should be built from materials that reflect and 
compliment local materials, and should be designed so that it takes account of the surrounding 
form.  
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¶ From the Oxford direction, the next entrance off the B480 is to the 1980s cul-de-sac 
development of French Laurence Way, Liddon Road and Sixpenny Lane.   This development 
has 2 footpath connections to the rest of the village. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ The next entrance to the village, the final one from this direction, is down Monument Road. 
This begins with well-proportioned former council houses, (now mostly privately owned) and 
hedged gardens.   A recent development (The Springs) on the right hand side has broken up 
the following row of pleasant bungalows with red brick houses.   On the left, older 
developments were built, some as Closes, and some with vehicular access only to the rear 
and steep step pedestrian access to the pavement at the front.   
 
Monument Road continues down to the triangle, a green space planted with daffodils.   On 
the opposite side of the road to the triangle is a wide verge on the inside of the bend, also 
planted with daffodils. The road divides here into Berrick Road and the High Street. 
 

This is a spacious entrance into the village from this direction, which brings you to the more 
modern infill development 'The Springs', fronted by small hedged gardens; the cramped 
appearance of this development is at odds to the open aspect of the surrounding homes. 
 
On the opposite side of the road, the steeply banked front gardens and steps are now causing 
some difficulty, and no little safety concern, to the elderly people living there, the rear vehicular 
access being rough underfoot, and a much longer distance to walk to the bus stop.   All 
development should consider accessibility for the less able with off street parking to be adjacent 
to the house with easy access to the home. 

 

¶ After passing Franklin Close, which is fronted by another green space privately owned by the 
residents of the homes there, Berrick Road starts with the brook on one side, and some well-
proportioned bungalows on the right.  After the narrow bridge (single track) over the back 
brook, the road returns to the countryside, with fields and a pig farm on the left, one well-
extended cottage with outbuildings, some farm cottages and a farm on the right.   From 
there the land is all agricultural apart from one house at the far end at the junction with 
Hollandtide Lane. 
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The homes in Berrick Road and Franklin Close have open gardens and green space in front of 
them, merging into the countryside after the bridge.   This is another spacious entrance into 
the village, coming up the narrow lane from the south, characterising the rural look and feel 
of the village. This soft interface with the countryside should be maintained at all 
approaches to the village. 
 

¶ Coming back into the village to the Berrick Road junction we join the High Street, where 
there are clusters of modern dwellings and clusters of older and listed houses.  Church 
Cottages make the first impact on the corner of Church Lane, next successive groups 
including the three Tudor cottages, until you get to the Red Lion and the Crown public 
houses and the Green, at the heart of the Conservation area.  Then the shops, followed by 
mostly modern homes along to the Lamb public house at the other end of the village, dotted 
along the way with several thatched cottages and period houses. 
 
The shops, the Post Office, the 'Old Vicarage' in the High Street and the Manor in Mill Lane, 
are the only buildings that are taller than two storeys throughout the village.   The shops 
were built as a three storey block, including flats above, to reflect the three storey design of 
the Old Vicarage opposite.   All new development should be no higher than two storeys with 
pitched roofs so as to merge sympathetically with existing development and the look and 
feel of the village, which is an important part of the character for the residents.  

¶ Entering ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ Ǿƛŀ aƛƭƭ [ŀƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ WƻƘƴ IŀƳǇŘŜƴΩǎ 
/ƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ ŀ ǎǉǳŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ ǎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ 
new, detached and semi-detached houses as you pass Langley Field Farm, until you come to 
another narrow bridge over the back brook, where the Grade Two listed Mill and the Grade 
One listed Manor face each other, then a mix of well-proportioned homes of mixed style and 
period until you get to the Lamb again. 
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There are three main footpaths on rights of way into the village. 

¶ The first one comes down through the fields onto Berrick Road, and makes a pleasant rural 
circular walk to the Lord Nelson at Brightwell Baldwin and back.  

¶ The second comes down the Baulk ŦǊƻƳ IŀǊŜΩǎ [ŜŀǇΣ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ aƛƭƭ [ŀƴŜ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƘƛƎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
continuing down through the field to the recreation ground, the school and the High Street. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƛǎ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ²ŀȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ 5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ 
and arrives through fields, across the allotments and into the Surgery car park.   
 

The 2.5 mile circular walk, along the High Street, down Berrick Road and along Mill Lane is a popular 
route for many, being hard-standing and between fields for two-thirds of its length along country 
lanes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


