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DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION

The parishof Chalgrovas essentially rural and surrounded on three sides by open farmland, and to
the North side by the airfieldrequently used for grazgn It is classified as a large concentrated
village of mainly linear development with new nuclear developments incorporated around the
edges.

The boundary includes the two outlying hamlets of
Warpsgrove and Rofford.

The village lies 12 miles SotEast of Oxford, within
the boundaries of South Oxfordshire District Council, b
and has 1091 occupied household spdces. .

Chalgrove has population of 2830
(approximately 2.1% of the population of
SODC areH)

l
Chalgrove is in the heart of the countryside: s !
according to the AA, the nearest town is 1
Watlington,3.7 miles away, with Benson 4.4 i X
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Thame 9.8 miles away.
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HISTORY

T LYy GKS 52YSaRle .221 2F mnycx (GKS @GAattras Aa O
display at the County Museum in Woodstock indicates earlier human habitatighaerial
photographs suggest pfeoman settlements to the West of the Manor.

9 The Chalgrove Hoafdnow in the Ashmolean museum, the largest find of Roman Britain ¢sins,
one of severafound around the village, demonstratifgoman connections.

1 The vllage features in the Domesday Book, and Frogmore, also known as Hardings Field, is the
site of one of the most fully excavated mediaeval, moated manors in Erigl&xdavations in
the 1970s revealed evidence of a prmat occupation dating from the late2" to early
13"century, and followed it through until its demolition in the"™ &entury.

§ The Grade 1 listed f%entury manor house, and Grade 1 listed"t2ntury Church containing
recently renovated mediaeval wall paintings, and one of the oldest working turret clocks in
Oxfordshire, draw visitors from across the world.

f Chalgrove village has a rich heritage of 35 listed buil8imgainly picturesque thated cottages
along the High Street dating from"L@nd 17" centuries, as well as walls and barns.

1 On the Warpsgrove road, between Chalgrove and the Business Park is the John Hampden
Memorial, commemorating the Civil Wdrattle fought on the RegisteredaBlefield nearby in
1643.

1 Three hundred years later, an airfield was constructed and became a base for USAAF
reconnaissance aircraft and their personnel, to whom there is a memorial. Since then, the
Martin-Baker Aircraft Company has had its base thdesigning and manufacturing ligaving
and innovative aircraft ejection and crash survival seats and equipment. But more than that,
when not in active use by MartiBaker, sheep graze, hay is cut, police dogs are trained and RAF
Benson use it for halopter training purposes. Not to mention wildldide rabbits, hare, deer
and curlew.

The Manor¢ Grade 1 listed

2 British Archaeologydshmolean Museum 3 Barentin's Manor, by PlilPage, Kate Atherton, ardlan Hardy
4 EnglistHeritage 5 The Battlefields Trust



Chalgrove Character Assessment

Our 12th century, Gradé listed Church
of St. Mary the Virgin
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Chalgrove Battlefield Memorial

AmericanAir Force Memorial

CHALGRONME AIREIELD
STATION 465

TOTHE MEMORY. OF AMERICAN
SERVIGEMEN WHO WERE'S #)
HERE DURING WERLD WART
THEY SERVED WITHETHE 1O
FHOTOGRAPHIC RECONNAISSANCE
CROWE AND TROOP CAHRRIER
PATHFINBER CROUP (PROV.) OF
HE 9 UNITED STATES ARMY A1k
FORCE, AIRBORNE PATHREINGER
PARATROGPS OF THE WS ARMY
AND THE 77 PHOTOGRAPHIC
RECONNAISSANCE GROUP, THE
TEYES GF THE 8'"UNITED STATES
ARMY AIRFORCE.
MY THeY, NEVER BE FORGETTEN
DESICATED TUNE AF™ 1995
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THE NATURE OF THE VILLAGE

There are over 1000 dwellings in Chalgrove, 443 of theseletached, 508 are serdetached, 143
terraced, and 26 flats(in sheltered accommodation and above the shops), a distribution that gives
the village its character, but is out of step with both the county and the n&tion

Delachad houses Serns-datached houses | Termced harses
38,07 of weltngs (Engant 40.2% of dwelngs (Erglad average 12.5% ot owetegs (Engtant
average = 22.3%) =0T ayerage =34 3N)
Flals (purpose Dull) Fats (oher) Caravan or other terporary
| accomrodaton
1.4% of Gwelings (Engans sversge O.5% of owsiings (Engand svemge 0.0 of awsiings (England
=10.7% =54% average = 0L&%)
Dweling type breakdowns
0
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PuEme ! Ml Ot M Cwwn o matile
Hchagrove Hoxtordshre England

Similarly, South Oxfordshireab a lower than average rate of households with 1 or 2 bedrooms, 31%
compared with 40% nationalfy.

Parcent of households with 1 or 2 badrooms

I I ) I I I

England Soush East South Didcot Henlay Thame Wallingford
Oxfordshire

Source: ONS Canyus 2011 table Q5411

To serve the village, there afiee small shops, including the vital pharmacy and Post Office, a

primary school, and a surgery. Industrial buildingslianéed to a few farm outbuildings and a
ofFOlaYAUuKQad ¢KS . dzaAySaa tIFN)] oy YAES (2 GKS b2
located.

The style and appearance of the buildings in Chalgrove has evolved to match the various
developments that hee taken place over the years. There are quite a number of historical

buildings, particularly in the centre of the village, that reflect its early origins. These are detailed
Sttt Ay GKS 0221 WwcCc220aiSLlA GKNRIAK / KIFf3INRDSQ

6 ONS 2011 census, tabld®EW
7 ONS 2011 census, table QS5411
y wcz22iaidsSLla ¢KNRdIzZIK / KFf INROSQS O2YLIAEtSR o6& / KIFftaANR@S [ 20|
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The High Street is a mixture of many styles of houses built at different dates. To either side of this
are a number of developments, most of which have occurred post war. Each of these has its own
style but over the course of time with the aid of softd=meaping has generally blended into the

overall diverse ambience of the Village. There have, of course, been small pockets of development
but until recently these have been reasonably well designed and are of a good high standard.

The Post Office

The Shops




Chalgrove Character Assessment

Village Green and Memorial

John Hampden Half a Community meeting place
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THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Chalgrove is built largely on the flood plain of the Chalgrove broolaasdich the natural

environment tends to be dominated by the water environment. There are well defined streams and
drainage channels that support a variety of wildlife. Significant areas ofitage are identified by

the Environment gency as potentidlood areas, particularly the High Stresatd Mill Lane

There are a few large mature trees within the village but no woodlands. There is one wildlife haven
within the village (the wildlife area used by the school on the Frogmore / Hardings Field site)
However there are sufficient gardens and small green areas to support a diverse variety of birds and
other wildlife. Most obvious of these are the ducks and red kites but there are many other species
as well, all of which contribute to the natural\dronment. These include hedgehogs, which are in
steep decline at the moment, and the brook banks are kept accessible for the increasingly rare water
vole. Mink have also been seen on the back brook. Those with domesticated fowl get the
occasional unelcome and murderous visit from foxes.

The brook itself is regularly healtthecked by the river fly monitoring group of Chalgrove Wildlife &
Conservation Society (CWaCS), amttaias a multiplicity of caddiand mayflies, as well as fish and
crayfish (ncluding the invasive American crayfish). Heron and Kingfisher are seen on the banks
along with Moorhensand Egrets A recent discovery is the presence of Otters in the Briddk.are
also host to migratory bird species such as House Martin, Swift antb®was well as several
species of bat (Pipistrelle, Long Eared Alodtule have albbeenrecentlyidentified).

Chalgrove
Airfield

CARE OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Refuse collection services are generally good with unrecyclable anytlieg wasteollected

alternately every other week. Garden refuse for composting is collected every other week and food
waste is collected weekly. Bins are located strategically for dog waste and emptied regularly, funded
by the Parish Council. The cleaning ofavatays and ditches is the responsibility of riparian and
other landowners. This has been improved significantly recently by a team of volunteers
(Chalgrove Flood Alleviation Group) which has encouraged peopéejpthe waterwayslear and

carried aut significant clearance projects and maintenance activities themselves.

Street sweeping and weed control by the County and District Councils have much diminished, but

voluntary groups such as the Scouts, sckadildren, Cleaner Chalgrove and CWaCE caut regular
clearances of litter throughout the village

10
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High Street
and Brook

Farm Close
and open community space

Berrick Road

Junction with

High Street

WeKS ¢NRFyYy3IES
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THE RURAL FEEL

Chalgrove is surrounded dhree sides by many miles of open farmland and to the North,side

across the B48y the airfield. The most common crops are cereals and oil seed rape, and recently
purple poppies. There is very little dairy farming, but pigs and sheep are kept arceiedgles of

the village. A number of people keep domesticated fowl.

On the surrounding fields and the airfield are seen rabbits, hare andgéeer can also be seen in

the school car park in the early morning/ith so many small mammals the fields also hunting
grounds for Barn Owls as well as other small raptors (Spahnewks are common, Kestrels less so,

a Hen Harrier has been seen, and walking around the lanes, we also frequently see Buzzards along
with the Red Kites),

There are several areagvoted to horses and ponies. The growing of vegetables on a commercial
scale is rare, but the allotments are well tended and productive, and the annual Horticultural Show
well attended, with many entries.

With the exception of th&480bypass, the roadsurrounding and within the village are small

streets or country lanes with very limited passing space. Agricultural machinery and traffic is often
encountered.

Street lighting levels are relatively low, so a good-stape can be enjoyed at night.

Part of our vision for the Neighbourhood PlanTi® 'preserve and enhance the look and feel of a

village'. The rural look and feel is important to the residents of Chalgrove and should be
incorporated into any new development.

Mill Lane

12
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Monument Rad

Surrounding Fields
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THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

People

The people aspects of the social environment are dealt with to a large extent by the Rural
Community Profile for Chalgrove which contains the social profile of people @halgrove area as

it was in 2012 and summarises the latest information from a number of sources. Important issues
that arise from this are:

T

T
1

Poor health and disability rates are similar to the rest of Oxfordshire and low compared with the
rest of England

Deprivation and low incomes in Chalgrove are'fopage 15 of Rural Place Profile)

There are some 1,600 economically active residents (76 % of residents) and only about 4% of the
working age population were out of work.

Figures from NDP Questionmir

1

42% of the population have lived here more than 20 yéastowing an extended commitment
to Chalgrove as a place to live.

75% of the population is between 30 and 75 years old (i.e. those who could choose to live
elsewhere)*

Figure 8 of the NDP questinaire results (below) shows a strong connection to the heart of the
village and its variety of organisations, and its feeling of sectfrity.

8. Which of these do you consider contributes most to the strength of the village community, and helps to maintain the character and distinctiveness
of Chalgrove?
= 1136 respondents : 3700 total choices
*  Please see Report Appndix for comments

W Wide variety of organisations

M Active consultation with police
M 5ense of community belonging
W & good village centre

M Feeling of security

M Regular community events

9 page 21 of the Rural Place Profile.

10 page 15 of Rural Place Profile Source: Limitingtemgillness (Ensus 2011), Attendance
Allowance/Disability Living Allowance (DWP A2y

11 page 23 of Rural Place Profile Source: Census 2011 (tables KS601EW, KS604EW and KS605EW)
12 page 46 of NDPQ, fig. 36

13 page 4 of NDPQ, fig. 1

14 page 13 of NDPQ, fig.8

14
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Statistics aside, Chalgrove has a thriving community of clubs, volunteer groups, sports clubs,
musicians and regular gébgethers to promote eventand activities. (See Appendix

This sense of involvement in the village community was proved whe@hlaégrove Village Plan was
produced by a group of volunteers in 2010. Part of the intensive consultation was a questionnaire
delivered to every home. 730 questionnaires were completed by over 1400 residents and returned
for analysis. The level of rempse itself shows how important the place they live is to the residents
of Chalgrove. When there was a petition to save the Post Office, 600 signed, and 949 signed the
petition againsthe proposednew town on the airfield.

Sense of community is importato our residents, part of our Neighbourhood Plan vision is 'to
preserve and enhance our community spirifny new development should be integrated into the
existing village to meet this vision and the Plan Objectives.

Consultation on siteg, 8th December 2014

15
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la ¢KS vdzSSyQa pniK . ANIKRFI& /StSoNIGA2YA
Medical Care
CKSNBE Aad | R200G2NN& adz2NEHESNE gAGK Fy @SN 3IS 2F +

assistants, and District Nurses who divide their time betw@é&ilington and Chalgrove.
A group of volunteer drivers, Chalgrove Hospital Transport Service, psaradsport for those
without their own means to surgery, hospital appointments, opticians, dentists and care home visits.

16
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School

The parish contains one school, Chalgrove Community Primary School. This is an Oxfordshire

County Council ceducational school for children aged 5 to 11 years. The primary school is centrally

located on the High Street, comprising a mixture of builgisgrrounding the originalictorian

school building. The property includes a detached open area of woodland and playing field, with

outside classroom areas, on a site of archaeological interest (Frogmore). Since the closure of a local
nursery,thosech f RNBSY KI @S 6SSy F0a2NbSR Aydz2 GKS t NAYI N

T ARR B
e
z'-‘v‘ Lo l“ﬁ':"’ " Y
Sa i) ™4
' s

Frogmore
ChalgroveSchooloutdoor learning space
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ROUTES INTO THE VILLAGE

The main road which bgasse<Chalgrovesthe B480, which divides the village from the hamlets of
Warpsgrove and Rofford, and from the business parks in Warpsgrove Lane. Daffodils have been
planted in the wide verges at each access to the village from the B480, providing a pleasant spring
approah to the village.

1 Coming from the Oxford direction, turning down the Stadhampton Road extension of the
High Street, there are fields, and then the village proper starts, marked at present by the
allotments, the surgery, and The Lamb Public House andivyistell Cottage. Planning
application hadeen approvedor development at this approach to the village with respect
to the larger village allocation in the Local Plan.

The current Chalgrove commences with the Doctor's Surgfeey,amband the cottageon opposite
sides of the road,both listed buildingsDevelopmats should be built from materials that reflect and
compliment local materials, and shoude desigred so that it takes account of the surrounding
form.

18
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I From the Oxford directionhe next entrance off the B480 is to the 1980s-deHsac
development of French Laurence Way, Liddon Road and Sixpenny Lane. This development
has 2 footpath connections to the rest of the village.

"y tt."d ‘e

1 The next entrance to the village, the final one from this direction, is down Monument Road.
This begins with welproportioned former council houses, (now mostly privately owned) and
hedged gardens.A recent development (The Springs) on the right hadd bias broken up
the following row of pleasant bungalows with red brick housé&m the left, older
developments were built, some as Closes, and some with vehicular access only to the rear
and steep step pedestrian access to the pavement at the front.

Monument Road continues down to the triangle, a green space planted with daffadits.
the opposite side of theoadto the triangleis a wide verge on the inside of the bend, also
planted with daffodilsThe road divides here into Berrick Road and tightbtreet.

Thisis a spacious entrance into the village from this direction, which brings you to the more
modern infill development 'The Springsonted by small hedged gardertte cramped
appearance of this development is at odds to the open aspkttteosurrounding homes.

On the opposite side of the road, the steeply banked front gardens and steps are now causing
some difficulty, and no little safety concern, to the elderly people living there, the rear vehicular
access being rough underfoot, ananaich longer distance to walk to the bus stop. All
development should consider accessibility for the less afile off street parking tdoe adjacent

to the house with easy access ttoe home.

9 After passing Franklin Close, whicfrigited by another geen spaceprivately owned by the
residents of the homes there, Berrick Road starts with the brook on one side, and some well
proportioned bungalows on the right. After the narrow bridge (single track) over the back
brook, the road returns to the countrnyde, with fields and a pig farm on the left, one well
extended cottage with outbuildingsome farm cottages and a farm on the righferom
there the land is all agricultural apart from one house at the far end at the junction with
Hollandtide Lane.

19
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The lomes in Berrick Road and Franklin Close have open gardens and green space in front of
them, mergingnto the countryside after the bridge. This is another spacious entrance into
the village comingup the narrow lane from the south, characterising thealdook and feel

of the village. This soft interface with the countryside should be maintained at all

approaches to the village.

1 Coming back into the village to the Berrick Road junction we join the High Street, where
there are clusters of modern dwellis and clusters of older and listed houses. Church
Cottages make the first impact on the corner of Church La@et,successive groups
including the three Tudor cottages, until you get to the Red Lion and the Crown public
houses and the Green, at the héaf the Conservation area. Then the shops, followed by
mostly modern homes along to the Lamb public house at the other end of the village, dotted
along the way with several thatched cottages and petouses.

The shops, the Postffize, the 'Old Vicarge' in the High Street and the Manor in Mill Lane,
are the only buildings that are taller than two storeys throughout the villagibe shops
were built asathree storeyblock including flats above, to reflect the three storey design of
the Old Vicaragepposite All new development should be no higher than two storeys with
pitched roofs so as to merge sympathetically with existing development and the look and
feel of the villagewhich is an important part of the character for the residents.
 Enteringi KS @AffF3IS FNRY GKS {2dziK @Al aAft [lySs
[ 2GG4GF3ST | aljdza 6GSNRa O2aGa4Fr3Sx aSd oF O1 FTNRY
new, detached and senrdetached houses as you pass Langley Field Farm, untibyoeito
another narrow bridge over the back brook, where the Grade Two listed Mill and the Grade
One listed Manor face each other, then a mix of wpetiportioned homes of mixed style and
period until you get to the Lamb again.

20
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There arethree main footpathson rights of way into the village.
1 The first one comes down through the fields onto Berrick Road, and makes a pleasant rural
circular walk to the Lord Nelson at Brightwell Baldwin and back.

f The second comesdowntheBa@ilNR Y | I NBQ&a [ SI LI 22AyAy3d aiff
continuing down through the field to the recreation ground, the school and the High Street.
T ¢KS GKANR A& {KF1SaLIlSIFINBQa 2l & gKAOK A& I A&

and arrives though fields, across the allotments and into the Surgery car park.

The 2.5 mile circular walk, along the High Street, down Berrick Road and along Mill Lane is a popular
route for many, being hardtanding and between fields for twitnirds of its lengthalong country
lanes.




